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A Project of the Women’s Council on African American Affairs, Inc.

Center for Healing Hearts and Sprits · 2416 South Chester · Little Rock, AR  72206

Phone: (501) 372-3900 · Fax: (501) 372-2150 · Email: black-on-black@sbcglobal.net

PRESS STATEMENT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Vivian Flowers, Program Coordinator


    Center for Healing Hearts and Spirits


    (501) 952-7169 / 372-3900

August 6, 2003 (Little Rock) – The Black on Black Crime Coalition and its partners will hold a press conference at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, August 7th at the Haven of Rest Cemetery (7102 W. 12th) to announce its long-term plan to reverse the epidemic of black on black crime, and to call the City of Little Rock to action.  The press conference will include remarks from members of the Coalition, including Little Rock Police Chief Lawrence Johnson.

So far this year, 30 homicides have been committed in Little Rock, 47% of which were committed by blacks against blacks.  Nationally, homicide is the leading cause of death for black men ages 15-24, and the second leading cause of death for black women of the same age group.  These and other startling statistics led a group of concerned citizens from a diverse cross-section of Little Rock to assemble and discuss the problem and possible solutions of black on black crime.  In January 2003, law enforcement officials, business leaders, faith leaders, neighborhood groups, and youth groups created the Black on Black Crime Coalition.  Driven by its mission to increase public awareness and reduce black on black crime in Little Rock, the Coalition has developed a plan of action that includes an education/awareness campaign and program initiatives with its partners, as well as collaborations with existing organizations that serve citizens and institutions directly and indirectly affected by black on black crime.  

“Black on black crime is an epidemic that ultimately strikes not only African American communities, but touches the entire city.  Therefore, the Coalition is reaching out to all groups, and institutions in Little Rock and beyond in our mission to promote change, including faith, corporate, and government institutions as well as all ages and races,” according to Coalition member Mike Steele.

In its call to action, the Coalition is soliciting active involvement through volunteerism and monetary contributions.  Volunteers are encouraged to participate through any of the following six Coalition workgroups organized to implement the Coalition’s plan:  faith based, human services, media, neighborhood associations, political action, and youth. Contributions can be made to the Coalition through the Center for Healing Hearts and Spirits by calling (501)372-3900 or emailing black-on-black@sbcglobal.net., a project of the Women’s Council on African American Affairs, Inc.  
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	WORKGROUP
	FOCUS
	MEMBERS

	Faith Based
	Create and support existing intervention programs, mentoring programs, as well as a support system for released prisoners.
	Johnny Hassan

Pastor Robert James

Robert Say McIntosh

Pastor Geroy Osborne

Pastor Harold Thomas

Jeff Walker, Sr.

Dr. Charles Williams

	Human Services
	Conduct workshops for community organizations, churches, and other human service provider; and create a central database of shared information on black-on-black crime statistics and resources.  Support private and public organizations that help crime victims and their families with information and referrals.
	Leta Anthony

Kim Dupens

Cyndi Elizondo

Hayse Miller

Dorothy Nayles

Joyce Raynor

Ken Richardson

Anthony Williams

	Media
	Develop and disseminate promotional items, and implement the Coalition’s anti black-on-black crime media campaign to youth and adults.
	Patrice Brown

Wayne Burt

Sgt. Willie Davis

Steve Kendricks

Paula Patterson

Rev. Clarence Thornton

Gloria Timmons

Robert Timmons

	Neighborhood Associations
	Create and support existing neighborhood associations that provide crime prevention programs and resources, promote neighborhood and economic development, and encourage neighborhood involvement.
	Pam Abrams

Dr. George Blevins

Frank Broyle

Valarie Conway

Officer Brian Grigsby

Sgt. Ralph Jackson

Maryam Nu’man

Donna J. Stone

Aminah Wilson

	Political Action
	Produce black-on-black crime related information to political officials. Participate in governmental forums, hearings and processes to report on black-on-black crime impact.  Lobby elected officials to propose and implement policies relevant to the Coalition’s mission.
	Renee Bullock

Dale Charles

Tamika Edwards

Vivian Flowers

Dr. Katherine Mitchell

Kymara Seals

LaShannon Spencer

Director Genevieve Stewart

	Youth
	Implement youth-targeted awareness and media campaigns.  Support youth activities with youth groups, public schools, and private partners.
	Vivian Flowers

Roxie Hannah

Mike Steele


Coalition Members, Workgroups & strategies
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PARTNERS

Little Rock Delegation of the Arkansas Legislative Black Caucus (Senators Tracy Steele, Irma Hunter Brown; Representatives Linda Chesterfield, Joyce Elliott, and John Lewellen)

Little Rock Black Police Association

City of Little Rock
(Mayor Jim Dailey & City Manager Bruce Moore)

Pulaski County Department of Human Services
(Vicki Weems, County Administrator)

Pulaski County School District

(Don Henderson, Superintendent)

Philander Smith College

Pulaski County Prosecutor’s Office

(Larry Jegley, Prosecuting Attorney)

U.S. Senator Blanche Lincoln

U.S. Senator Mark Pryor
U.S. Congressman Vic Snyder

100  Black Men of Greater Little Rock
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PRESS  CONFEENCE  AGENDA

Thursday, August 7th
10:00 a.m.

Haven of Rest Cemetery (7102 W. 12th)

1. Opening Prayer…………………………………..…….….Rev. Robert James










       Lewis Street Church


2. Welcome/Objectives…………………………………...…...……Mike Steele










      CEO









        Advantage Communications, Inc.

3. Impact.………………………………………...……Chief Lawrence Johnson










     Little Rock Police Department


4. Purpose/Testimony……………………………….…………….Joyce Raynor










      Executive Director








Center for Healing Hearts & Spirits

5. Closing Prayer……………………………..……………..Rev. Robert James










       Lewis Street Church


