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Victims of violence strive to cope
Some families live with the anger; others seek to help fellow sufferers
BY PHILLIP REESE, MICHAEL FRAZIER AND C.S. MURPHY
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 


ENDING THE CYCLE OF DEATH
   
Three years ago, Joyce Raynor pleaded with gang members at her son’s funeral not to let her son’s death spark a killing cycle.
   "I gathered them around and told them,’ I don’t want retaliation,’" she said recently. "I told them that they had to promise me."
   No one knows if her pleas worked.
   Raynor’s son, 23-year-old Charles Raynor Jr., was shot and killed in 2001 by Little Rock West Side Piru gang leader Anarian "Chad" Jackson, who has been sentenced to life in prison for firstdegree murder.
   Raynor has since founded the Center for Healings Hearts & Spirits on South Chester Street in Little Rock, which provides services to victims of violent crimes, victims’ families and those who are terminally ill.
   In the fall, when trees are bare, Raynor can stand on a wooden deck behind her center and see the spot where her son was gunned down outside a home at Cross Street.
   Police say her son was a Monroe Street Hustler, a Blood gang feuding with West Side when he was killed.
   Raynor says her son was turning his life around at the time of his death and was focused on caring for his then-5-year-old daughter.
   Now, Raynor spends time with her granddaughter. As head of the center and member of the Black on Black Crime Coalition, she’s dedicated her life to helping communities where most children have friends or cousins who were born into gang life.
   "I tell [victims’ families] they need counseling, because I know how important it was in my life," she said. "I still have my down days. When Mother’s Day comes around, or when Charles’ birthday comes around, I find my corner. But I’m a survivor, not a victim." 
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